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Mysterieshave
been around

for centuries

WHILE
unidentifiedflying

objectshave reallyonly
materialised

in the past
20 yearsthey have been around

for centuries.The earliestrecord-

ing of an
unidentifiedflyingobject

was in 1254 when a
"mysterious

colouredship" appearedover a
monastery

in St Albansin Hert-
fordshire,England.

Alexander the Great'sarmy
was

apparently dispersedby large
"flyingshields"and even Shake-
spearewas

affected
by the

filtered

reports of flyingobjects when he
WroteHenryVI (PartIII).

Edward:Dazzlemineeyes,or do
I see threesuns?

Richard: Three perfectsuns,
eacha perfectsun.Not

separated

withthe racking clouds,But sev-
er'din a paleclear shiningsky.
See see! They join embraceand
seemto kiss,As if theyvowedsome

leagueinviolable:

Now they are
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one lamp,one light, one sun,In
this,the heavenfigures some event.

The modern historyof the UFO
or unusualaerialsightingbegan
on June 24, 1947,when Kenneth

Arnold("theman who started it
all"),flyingalonein his small

plane,reportedseeingflying
gleamingdisksover the Rocky
Mountainsin north-westAmerica.

He described the nine objects

as "skippinglike saucersacross
water"and estimatedtheirspeed
at 1900km/h.The reportcaptured

the
imagination

of the worldand
the modernUFO was born.UFOs

have sincebeen seen all over the

worldand notably at all theatres

of war,
including

the recentGulf
conflict.

The Americans seem to have

the monopolyon bizarre reports,

with several storiesof peoplebe-
ing abductedor havingtalked,
travelled or had sex with aliens.

In 1975an Oregon fatherwon
custodyof his two

children

on the
groundsthat theirmotherdepart-

ed on a UFO voyage intoouter

spaceand neverreturned, whilein
1980 anotherman failedto con-
vincethe courtthat "aliencrit-
ters"had askedand helped him to
rob a liquorstore.

And then therewere the serious

in-court claims, in 1983,that the
US Air Forcewas actuallyhold-

ing alien creatures prisoner.

Of coursesuch subjectmatter

has provided Hollywoodwith
enough storylines for hundredsof
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moviesfromThe
Invasion

of the
Body Snatchers(1956)to Spiel-
berg'sClose

Encounters
of the

ThirdKind(1977)and ET (1982).

There are severaldefinitionsof

what constitutes a UFO encounter

althoughamong the ufologist

communitythe most commonly

used is that of
Professor Allen

Hynek.His idea can be broken

down as such:

Close encounters
of the firstkind

— UFO seenat close range.

Close encounters of the second

kind —
close-range

UFOs with
physicaleffectsnoted.

Close encountersof the thirdkind

—
occupants

are seenin con-
junctionwith close-range

UFOs.

But if you thinkUFO reports

are
exclusively

a
US-inspired

and
believed phenomena,there were
deadpan-style reportsin the Sovi-

et Union's Komsomolskaya

Pravdain
October, 1989,of a

landing in the cityof
Voronezh

(wherestrange thingshave been
reportedto happensince 1983

from floatingorangeglobesto
warm spotson the ground).

Somethingstrange
On the nightof

September

27,
it was

claimed

by the
locals thata

UFO
landingtookplacein a local
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park and
trigger-happy,

silver-
suitedaliensstrolledthroughthe
park,

accompanied

by a robot,and
firedshotsat a localteenager.

Sovietscientists weren'tsure what

took placebut are
convinced

that
somethingstrangedid happenat
the park.

Englandhas its circlesin the
crops mysteriesand Australiahas
reports comingin fromthe Null-

arborof carsbeing
attacked

by
dancing objectsand freight trains

beingdrainedof powerby
"strangelights".

In New Zealandtherewas a
spateof UFO reportsin 1979and
a Christchurch man unsuccessful-

ly claimedcourt
compensation

for
"terrestrial" injuriescausedby a
flyingsaucer.

All reportsand UFO spotters

willhave theirtimein the lime-

lightnext month (August16-18)

when Britain will hold the world
congressof UFOs.

Speakers and delegates from
Britain,the UnitedStates,Aus-
tralia, Africa,Spainand other
placeswillhavethe

opportunity

to
exchangereportsand theoriesat
the conference.

The conference will hear first-

hand reportsof abductionsand
landingsand of strange objects

thatgo bumpin the night.

— CHARLES MIRANDA
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